
FAQ’s
‘I am very grateful to Epic Press for having the courage and commitment to publish our book in a genre that would 
have a niche buying public… in addition to have the foresight to publish a co-author… who has no previous writing 
experience which was a great gift. It is notoriously diffi cult for new writers to obtain publication. 
Thank you Epic Press.’ 

Clive Birch, author of 
‘So You Think We’re Alone?’

Do you screen manuscripts, and what kind of material do you accept?
We’re looking for manuscripts that are well-written, interesting and 
professionally edited. Other than pornography, obscene material, hate 
literature, anti-religious literature and anything illegal, all subjects are welcome. 
You should own the copyright to all your material, or seek permission from 
its owners. We do screen manuscripts. As much as we’d like to help every 
potential author who comes along, we want to be proud of what we publish, 
because every Epic Press author is proud to have our imprint on their book. 

Do I have to sign an exclusive contract?
No. We are a publishing services provider. You own your copyright, not us. You 
are free to take your book wherever you want, whenever you want. 

How long does the whole process take?
Around 4 to 8 weeks from signing the Publishing Agreement. There are things 
that can affect your book’s timeline, such as complex layout, lots of pictures or 
tables, making additions and corrections after we accept your fi nal manuscript, 
etc. But most authors are holding the fi rst copy of their book in their hands in 
less than 2 months from submission.

Who sets the cover price of my book?
It’s important to us that our books are priced competitively in the market. We 
provide Book Pricing guidelines, below which we cannot charge for a book 
due to the production cost. These guidelines are very competitive but it’s up 
to you how you want to price your book according to your assessment of 
your books market. 

How much will I earn?
New authors earn 22% of their book’s retail price. Your personal royalties 
increase up to 32% as you and your referred authors sell more and more 
books. Additionally you will begin receiving signifi cant bonuses from Epic Press 
when you successfully recommend us to other budding authors. See Royalties 
for details. 

How often are authors paid?
Authors receive monthly sales reports at the end of the month reporting 
sales for the previous month (i.e. sales reports are 30-days delayed.) Reports 
are accompanied by a bank transfer or cheque every 60 days in which your 
account balance is greater than £25. Those with less than £25 are carried over 
to the next 60 days, until they reach £25. 

If I refer an author to you, what do I get out of it?
Firstly, their future book sales will be counted as part of your ‘Total Retail Sales 
Value’. This accelerates your progress to Gold and Platinum status where you 
earn signifi cantly higher royalties of 27% and 32% respectively. In addition, until 
your referred authors reach your status, you will receive a bonus from Epic 
Press on every book that they sell. This bonus is around 5% and up to 10% of 
the Retail List Price of their book sales. Consider it a thank you from us for 
helping us grow and build our company.

What is ‘Total Retail Sales Value’?
This is the cumulative total of your book sales, your referred authors book 
sales, their referred authors book sales, and their referred authors book 
sales... and so on. In time, this fi gure will tot up quite substantially and probably 
through the sales activity of authors who you don’t even know. The point is 
that at the £500 threshold, you become a Gold author, and at £5000, you 
graduate to elite Platinum status. This allows you to take advantage of much 
higher royalties on your own book sales.

What does it cost me to purchase copies of my own book?
The basic production cost is based on the number of pages. Look at our Book 
Pricing Schedule to get an idea of what the per-unit cost of your book will be 
to you. New authors receive a 44% personal discount on direct orders from 
us. If ordering directly, you must purchase a minimum of 10 books per order. 
You will also be charged for the cost of postage. To make an order, just get 
in touch. You will receive your books within 36 working hours of us receiving 
your payment.

Can I provide my own cover design?
Yes, you must with our CLASSIC Package. We will send you a graphics template 
which will have the trim dimensions that you will have to adhere to along with 
your graphical bar code, ISBN information and publishers logo. If you have any 
trouble, simply let us know and we will assist you as best we can. Alternatively, 
when you opt for the EPIC Package for £749, a customized cover for your 
book is included. Let us know if you would like a standalone price for a unique 
cover design. 

How will my book be distributed?
Your book will be listed in Books in Print and the Ingram Distribution catalog. 
Virtually every bookstore in the world depends on those two resources to 
order books. It will also appear on Amazon, WH Smith, Borders, Blackwell, 
Tesco, Booksamillion and many other online stores. 

Who’s going to do the promotion of my book?
Everyone asks this question. The realistic answer is ‘YOU’. You are going to 
either do or pay for pretty much every bit of promotion for your book. But 
here’s the really bad news...that’s true whether you publish your book yourself 
or you wind up with a nice, traditional, publishing contract that gives you a 
hefty advance and a 5000 book print run. They will expect you to spend most 
of your advance to promote yourself, because everyone knows that if you 
don’t sell through that fi rst 5000 book print run, there won’t be another one. 
The good news is that we offer several useful marketing tools. 
Visit Book Promotion for details. 

What is an ISBN, and who does it belong to?
The ISBN is the International Standard Book Number that uniquely identifi es 
your book. In other words, the ISBN is just an identifi er so that publishers, 
distributors and bookstores can keep it straight with all the other millions of 
books out there. 

What if I want to publish a hardback book or a book with a 
colour interior?
We also provide services for hardback and colour book publishing. Simply ask 
us for details.

This website is cool. Who designed and built it?
A talented young design company based in Birmingham called Sketch Five Ltd 
(www.sketchfi ve.com)
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